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The MCBC’s and TAM’s comments for the City of Mill Valley Bicycle/ Pedestrian
Master Plan 2009 Update are as follows:

Page

Comments

15

Bikeways. Two additional sections should be added to the Alternatives on
Page 15:
1. Single-directional bike paths. Single-directional bike paths are
described in Caltrans Design Guidelines Section 1000.
2. Multi-use paths. Multi-use paths are described in Caltrans
Design Guidelines Section 1035.

20

Bicycle Parking Facilities. Class II bicycle racks should be expanded to
include covered bicycle parking. These could be Class II bicycle racks
with some type of covering above them to provide protection from rain.
Also, secured covered parking could be added as an additional alternative
to the Class Il bicycle racks.

21

Recommendation to specify increase the bicycle parking at the primary
bus stops including Miller Avenue / Reed, Downtown Plaza at Sunnyside,
Tiburon Wye Bus Path (southbound) and the Manzanita Park and Ride.
Although these are reference places where there are bus stops, the
recommendation is to plan for covered bicycle parking in each one of
these locations.

21

There should be a separate section that discusses government building
bicycle accommodations. All government buildings should provide
sufficient secure bicycle parking for all employees that work in each
government building.

37

Safety and Education. While the Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation
Plan identifies Safe Routes to School as an important part, the
recommendations from each of the schools are not incorporated into the
Plan. All Safe Routes to Schools projects should be incorporated into the
Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation Plan just as the Plan lays out the
Steps, Lanes and Paths improvements. (See Tables 5, 6 and 7 on pages 31
- 36.)

17 & 43

These are the existing and proposed bikeways and the recommended
priority bikeway segments. The recommendations do NOT develop a safe
“comprehensive network of bikeways and pedestrian routes connecting
residential neighborhoods, with schools, parks, downtown transit stops
and other destinations.” (Page 42).
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PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS

43

The Miller Avenue Task Force has expanded the Miller Avenue project to
go from Miller Ave and Camino Alto up Camino Alto to Sycamore. The
MCBC and TAM have submitted to the City and the Task Force a written
proposal to consider adding single directional bike paths or Caltrans
section 1035 multi-use paths on each side of Camino Alto to Sycamore
(similar to the multi-use path from Sycamore to the Mill Valley
Community Center), in addition to a separate sidewalk. The designation
of this area as Class Il in Table 9 is incorrect.

43

Mill
Valley
Middle
School

The section from Sycamore Avenue and Camino Alto Avenue to the
Sausalito Mill Valley Bike Path as a Class II should be redesignated as
single directional bike paths or Caltrans section 1035 multi-use paths on
each side of Sycamore Avenue from Camino Alto and Sycamore to the
Sausalito Mill Valley Pathway. This is the Mill Valley Middle School access.
To provide maximum safety on each side of the street, the children need
safe and separate accommodation for walking and bicycling to school.
The current Plan shows a Class I that is not in existence and a Class II.
Class II in this one block section from Sycamore to the North South
Greenway would be a danger to the public. Single directional Class I paths
on each side of Sycamore would provide safety, and would coincide with
the Project Priority Designation on page 42 of Safety as the number one
issue.

43

Alto Hill

The Class IIlI Facilities, signed bicycle routes on the street, suggest
a Class III treatment for Camino Alto from East Blithedale to the top
of Corte Madera Avenue. Table 9 also shows this as being a “shoulder
widening” project. The County is currently reviewing this section as part
of the Corte Madera / Mill Valley connection analysis being done under
the Non-Motorized Transportation Pilot Program. We recommend that
both a shoulder widening project and the addition of a 5" wide uphill bike
lane in Mill Valley and accommodation on Mill Valley’s downhill side.
Corte Madera should provide the same 5’ uphill accommodation and
reasonable downhill accommodation be considered in this section.
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The following additional projects should be added to Table 9 on page 43: (Many of
these suggestions have previously been submitted in writing in workshops for this
Plan).

1. Miller Avenue to the Southern City Border. The Miller Avenue Task Force is
considering a multi-use path on each side of Miller Ave from Camino Alto and
Miller all the way to the City’s border at Almonte and Miller. This is another safe
access route to the Middle School and High School. Children are currently
walking on the side of the road where there is no accommodation. This is an
EXISTING DANGER TO THE PUBLIC. A Caltrans section 1035 multi-use path on
each side of the road will provide safe and separate accommodation for the
school children and also a direct connection from the North-South Greenway to
Miller Avenue, which will be built out with the Miller Plan.

2. Miller Avenue. The Miller Avenue Task Force has also considered a single
directional bike path from Millwood Street all the way to the downtown on each
side of Miller Ave. This should be reflected in the map and in the Plan. There was
also discussion, and hopefully consideration by the City Council, on extending
the single directional bike paths on each side of Miller from Willow to Millwood
(which would then continue to downtown). This would require eliminating a
travel lane.

3. East Blithedale. The primary east-west connection from Tiburon to Mill Valley is
along Tiburon Blvd., which turns into East Blithedale at the 101 interchange.
Many of the children who live on the east side of Highway 101 go to school at the
Mill Valley Middle School and Tamalpais High School. Currently it is EXTREMELY
DANGEROUS for children and the elderly to cross the 101 interchange by non-
motorized means. The County General Plan now states that anytime work is
done on an interchange across a freeway that safe pedestrian and bicycle
accommodation must be met. We recommend that the City of Mill Valley request
the County to modify the Project Study Report (PSR) for the East Blithedale 101
Interchange to provide safe and separate accommodation for pedestrians and
cyclists in the east-west direction from Tiburon Blvd to East Blithedale. This is
especially important for pedestrians and cyclists and for school children to get
safely to the Mill Valley Middle School and Tamalpais High School.
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4. East Blithedale. The current Plan and maps do not show any Class II
accommodation on East Blithedale from Tower Drive to Lomita Drive. This
entire section, starting from the North-South Greenway, along East Blithedale,
should show a single directional Class I bike path or a Section 1035 multi-use
path on each side of the road from the North-South Greenway on East Blithedale
all the way to Tiburon Blvd. It is our understanding that the City of Tiburon is
requesting a similar treatment or a multi-use path treatment along Tiburon Blvd
to get to the interchange. It is especially important that the City of Mill Valley
coordinate with the City of Tiburon on this issue. (The City should also reference
this similar treatment that the City of Larkspur is doing on Doherty Drive from
Magnolia to Redwood High School.)

5. East Blithedale Shopping Center Path Completion. There is a path that runs from
in front of Longs, parallel to East Blithedale, which goes until the ramp from East
Blithedale into the shopping center. On the other side of the ramp there is a dirt
path (a continuation of the paved path), which runs past Bank of America up to
the wide sidewalk on East Blithedale. The dirt path needs to be paved to
complete the path and complete the connection to Lomita.

6. North-South Greenway. Enclosed with this package is an excerpt of the 2008
County Pedestrian Bicycle Master Plan. In that Plan the County refers to the
North-South Greenway. While the Mill Valley Plan refers to the North-South
Greenway several times, there is no mention of finalizing the North-South
Greenway through Mill Valley with the completion of the Alto Tunnel. Note that
a key section of the North-South Greenway runs from the City’s southern border
all the way to its northern border with Corte Madera. The North-South
Greenway is currently being built or planned from Sausalito to Cloverdale (91
miles). Current projects that will be completed in the next three years will open
the Cal Park Hill Tunnel, a section from Mission Avenue to the top of Puerto
Suello Hill, connecting the North-South Greenway through the City of San Rafael,
and a plan for the North-South Greenway from Gate 6 Road to the Sausalito
Ferry Terminal. The lack of reference in the City of Mill Valley’s Plan to the
North-South Greenway, a Primary Network in Marin County, is alarming. There
needs to be some reference to the current County study to analyze the three
alternatives including the Camino Alto Road, the North-South Greenway through
Alto Tunnel, and the bike path along the freeway, and then Mill Valley could
pursue the option determined by the alternatives study. Further, all of the
primary regional bicycle plans reference the Alto Tunnel.
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Lomita to Shopping Center. The sidewalk on the west side of Lomita heading
north to East Blithedale should be expanded by 4’ into a multi-use path along the
west side to the vet center. A crosswalk needs to be put in place to allow
pedestrians and cyclists to get to the Shopping Center on the (unnamed) through
street next to the Post Office. In the same area, pedestrian stairs should be built
from the North South Greenway so pedestrians can walk from the North South
Greenway to the Shopping Center.

East Blithedale/ Camino Alto-North-South Greenway Connector. Recommend
continuing the multi-use path on Camino Alto north of the Recreation Center to
the Union 76 station boundary. From there a multi-use path would be built
across the edge of the Community Center Parking Lot to the North-South
Greenway. See attached document and map, which was hand delivered to Anne
Montgomery at an October 2008 City Council meeting. Note: this would remove
a significant portion of the pedestrians and cyclists from the East Blithedale El
Camino intersection. This removes an existing danger to the public.

Sycamore Park. Currently, there is a 5’ wide bridge over the creek between
Sycamore Park neighborhood (via Plymouth Avenue) and Valley Circle. This
bridge is the primary non-motorized access between Sycamore Park
neighborhood and Miller Avenue. The existing bridge should be replaced with a
10" wide bridge. The existing bridge can be reused for a path over the drainage
canal adjacent to the Tam Bank/Silver Screen Video parking lot on an alignment
parallel to the creek, perpendicular to the new 10’ wide bridge. This would
provide Sycamore Park with incredibly more efficient and safe neighborhood
access. Then, from where the new bridge lands, a continuous multi-use path
should be built to Miller Avenue. This safe and separate non-motorized
accommodation should be part of the Miller Avenue project. This is the primary
connection from Sycamore Park to Miller Avenue, and it is for pedestrians and

cyclists.

Bike Parking. As soon as possible, the City of Mill Valley should work
aggressively with the County of Marin to get some of the funds now available
from the Non-Motorized Pilot Program for bike parking. The particular bike
racks should be worked out as soon as possible. Covered bike parking at bus
stops should also be requested from the County.

Covered bicycle parking needs to be provided at the bus pads on the 101
interchange on the Mill Valley side. Further, there needs to bike parking on both
sides of the Seminary Dr. Exit.
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Striping. As soon as possible, the City should work aggressively with the County
of Marin to get some of the funds now available from the Non-Motorized Pilot
Program for striping. The particular striping should be worked out as soon as
possible.

The City of Mill Valley should provide striping through intersections, including
driveways, for all Class Il bike lanes. Safety demands that both motorists and
cyclists can clearly see the designated cycle path through intersections.

Public Gathering Place. There has been discussion of a public gathering place on
Miller at La Goma. The Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan should identify this as a place
for pedestrians and cyclists to gather. This area should have covered bicycle
parking and clear and safe access to the bicycle paths in the area. This could
provide a traffic calming and quieting zone through this area.

Single directional Class I bike path on the southbound Redwood Highway
frontage road to the Mill Valley City boundary.

Class 1II striped lanes on each side of Hamilton Drive from Roque Moraes Drive to
the Frontage Road. Recommend a single directional Class I bike lane from
Hamilton Drive to the Frontage Road, and on each side of the Frontage Road
under Highway 101 to Seminary Drive.

Scott Valley Swim and Tennis Club. The dirt path that leads from the Scott Valley
Swim and Tennis Club to Underhill Road should be a paved multi-use path.



Camino Alto 76 Station East Blithedale

I

= Recommended Class I along south side of Gas
Station property

Path along city property

Future proposed multi-use path along Camino Alto

Current Planned Bicycle accommodations from
Camino Alto to the North South Greenway






